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1848.] Meigs’ Treatise on the Diseases of Children. 

of manuals is apt to lead to a superficial inslead of a full knowledge of the sub¬ 
jects of which they treat; to an acquaintance with the mere outlines of science 
rather than with the science itself. 

But, notwithstanding the valid objections against manuals and compends, re¬ 
sulting from the improper use made of them, it is very certain that works of this 
description will be published and resorted to by the student. A kind of necessity 
for them has been created in the minds of the latter, which, from the facility of 
gratifying it, becomes very difficult to eradicate or counteract. Consequently as 
we cannot keep these books out of the hands of the student, it is all important 
that their preparation should be confided to such only as are qualified to render 
them faithful and true guides to the recorded facts and opinions in reference to the 
subjects of which they treat. It is in this point of view that the analytical com¬ 
pendium of Drs. Neill and Smith can with great confidence be recommended. 
As a clear and accurate outline of anatomy, physiology, surgery, obstetrics, 
materia medica and therapeutics, chemistry and the practice of medicine, it may 
be profitably consulted. It presents a very fair exposition of acknowledged facts 
and generally received opinions. The arrangement adopted will be found at once 
concise and clear; while its mechanical execution, its copious pictorial illustra¬ 
tions in the branches of anatomy, physiology, surgery, obstetrics, materia medica 
and chemistry, together with its neat, cheap and convenient form, will recommend 
ii to all such students and practitioners who may desire to avail themselves of what 
cannot fail to prove, if kept within its proper sphere, a convenient and useful 
remembrancer. D. F. C. 


Art. XVIII .—A Practical Treatise on the Diseases of Children. By J. Forsyth Meig«, 
M D., Lecturer on the Diseases of Children in the Philadelphia Medical Asso¬ 
ciation: Fellow of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia. 12mo. pp. 575. 
Philadelphia: Lindsay & Blakiston, 1848. 

This work, which forms the third volume of the l: Series of Manuals” now in 
course of publication under the title of u The Medical Practitioner’s and Student’s 
Library ,” will be found, by the student and junior practitioner, an excellent and 
faithful guide in their study of the pathology and therapeutics of the more promi¬ 
nent of the morbid affections incident to the period of childhood. 

The author ha* availed himself of the labours of the more authoritative of those 
who have recently directed their attention to the investigation of this class of dis¬ 
eases, while he has not neglected the results of his own observation, which have, 
evidently, been made with diligence and accuracy. From the materials thus 
derived, he has prepared a correct and useful manual that will greatly facilitate the 
student’s acquisition of the more important facts relative to the causes, character, 
symptomatology and management ot the diseases of which it treats; while it will 
not be found beneath the notice of the practitioner. 

Dr. Meigs’ descriptions of disease are clear and concise, his pathological views 
are, in the main, sound, and his practical directions plain, simple, and judicious. 
His work is far from being a mere compilation from the best authorities, or a 
simple array of the various and often discordant views of the leading writers on 
the diseases of children. He has, with judgment, selected his materials, testing 
them in most instances by the results of his own experience, and endeavouring 
throughout, to present an exact exposition of the present state of our knowledge 
on the several forms of disease of which he treats. 

It is not our intention to enter into a critical examination of the several chapters 
of Dr. Meigs’ volume. This would be unnecessary, excepting to enable us to 
express cur general assent to the views advanced by him in reference to ihe sub¬ 
ject of each. The few particulars in which we differ from the author being of 
minor importance, we prefer to pass them over without comment. 

In regard to one disease, however, the author has fallen, we believe, into an 
error, and though this is not calculated to lead to any very serious malpractice, 
still, as correctness, in a matter relative to the pathology of an important malady, 
is always desirable, we must be allowed to say a word or two in relation to it. 
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The error to which we allude occurs in his account of gangrene of the mouth of 
children If we understand correctly our author, he supposes that the only form 
of gangrcna oris, properly speaking, is that which commences upon the inside of 
the cheek, and that the gangrene which commences in the gums, is invariably the 
result of ulcero-membranous stomatitis; which latter he declares to he the disease 
described by Dr. li. H. Coates, with the exception of a few cases, ns having pre¬ 
vailed at the Children’s Asylum in Philadelphia 

There are, we are convinced, several very distinct forms of gangrene of the 
mouth, and it very frequently occurs in the gums entirely independent of ulcero¬ 
membranous stomatitis. Our connection, for many years, with the almshouse in¬ 
firmary, as out-door physician, gave us an opportunity of seeing a great number 
of cases of gangrene of the mouth in the children of the poor, inhabiting unhealthy 
localities in the lower districts. In the greater number of instances the gangrene 
occurred without the slightest appearance of a pseudo.membranous deposit. The 
gums became of a dark red or purplish colour, swollen and spongy: there was a 
profuse discharge of fetid saliva, occasionally mixed with dark-coloured blood. 
The gangrene was usually, but not invariably, preceded by a number of a-h-rn- 
loured vesicles, which rapidly increasing in size, coalesced, and finally ruptured, 
exposing the denuded gum, black and in a state of gangrene. A similar form of 
gangrena oris is described by Richter. In other cases, the first indication of the 
disease was some degree of swelling and redness of the gums, succeeded by a 
separation and slight loss of substance at their extreme edge in contact with the 
necks of the teeth ; this part subsequently became black, and by a succession of 
sloughs the entire soft parts covering the dental arches were destroyed, leaving 
the bony structure beneath bare and in a slate of necrosis. 

This latter form corresponds with the disease described by Dr. Coates in the 
paper quoted by Dr. Meigs; and from the description given by Dr. C., we should 
not be led to infer that in any of his cases the gangrene was ihe result of ulcero¬ 
membranous stomatitis. No mention whatever is made of any pseudo-mem¬ 
branous plastic deposit, and from our knowledge of Dr. Coates’ habits of cautious 
and accurate observation, and his faithfulness in delineating the phenomena of 
disease, we have no reason to suppose so important a fact would have escaped his 
notice, or if noticed that he would have neglected to record it. 

The work of Dr. Meigs has 60 much of excellence to counterbalance the 
mistake we have just noticed, that we can, without hesitation, recommend it to 
our readers as one of the best manuals of the diseases of children in Ihe English 
language. We regret, however, that the plan of the work did not permit of us 
embracing all of the maladies incident to the periods of infancy and childhood. 

D. F. C. 


Art XIX.— Reports, for 1847, of Institutions fir the Insane in the United Slates, viz:— 
1st. Of the State Insane Hospital at Avgusta, Maine. By James Rates, M D 
2d. Of the New Hampshire Asylum for the Insane, Concord. By Andrew McFar¬ 
land, M. D. 

3d. Of the State Lunatic Hospital, Worcester, Mass. By Gf.oroe Chandler, M. D. 
4th. Of the State Lunatic Asylum, Utica, New York. By A. Brigham, Jl. D. 

5th. Of the New York City Pauper Lunatic Asylum on Blackwells Island. By W. 
H. Ran NET, M. D., Resident Physician. 

6th. Of the some. By James Macdonald, M. D., A. V. Williams, M. D., and 
Benjamin Ogden, M. D., Visiting Physicians. 

7th. Of the Bloomingdalc Asylum fir the Insane at Bloomingdale, New York. By 
Punt Earle, M. D. 

Sth. Of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane at Blackley, near Philadelphia. By 
Thomas S. Kikkihude, M. D. 

9th. Of the Ohio Lunatic Asylum at Columbus. By William M. Awl. M. D. 
10th. Of the Lunatic Asylum of Tennessee, at Nashville. By John S. McNairt, M- R 
1 till. Of the Lunatic Asylum of the State of Georgia. By Thomas F. Green. M. D. 
12th. Of the Chicago Retreat fir the Insane. By Edward Mead, M. D. 

1st. In consequence of an alteration of the lime for Ihe termination of the fi-cal 



